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It all started in a small storefront on Leavenworth Street. And that’s exactly where you’ll find Midge 

today – 30 years after opening the doors to the Bay Area Women’s and Children’s Center (BAWCC). 

Founded in 1981, BAWCC directly serves low-income families, children and women from its Center in 

the heart of the Tenderloin community.  

Dedicated for the long haul. Equal parts organizer and advocate Midge, who also called the Tenderloin 

her home for 19 years, knew there was a bright future for her neighbors if given support and 

opportunities. The founding of the BAWCC promoted community planning on issues of low-income 

families, children and women, and Midge has been its driving force. The Center’s two main areas of 

work include: 

1. Direct Services Program:  A Drop-In Center, Free Clothing Closet, Food Pantry, Scholarship 

Fund for Tenderloin Youth, Parent-Child Program (in partnership with City College), and the 

Tenderloin Youth Sports Initiative.  

2. Advocacy/Community Planning Program: Programs through the Tenderloin Community 

School include the Library Program, Computer Center/Technology Program, Learning 

Garden Program, After-School Clubs, Free Dental Clinic (in partnership with UCSF Pediatric 

Dentistry Division), Parenting Classes, Literacy Program and the daily Structured Activity 

Physical Education Program.   

Some of Midge’s proudest life achievements have been realized at the helm of the BAWCC, and include: 

The Tenderloin Community School (1998) - a 400-student elementary school, a Community 

effort conceptualized, initiated and led by BAWCC.    

The Tenderloin Recreation Center (1995) - a community effort initiated & led by BAWCC & 

Tenderloin Youth Advocates (no longer in existence) 

Two Civic Center Playgrounds (1994) - one across from Asian Art Museum & the other across 

from the Main Library (1998).  Community effort led by BAWCC in partnership with the 

Recreation and Parks Department. 

Macaulay Park Playground (2000) - initiated and led community effort to have Sergeant 

Macaulay Park – locked and unused – rebuilt into a children’s playground. (Polk at O’Farrell) 

Turk & Hyde Pre-School Playground (2001) – Initiated and led community effort to have a pre-

school playground built. 

Clothing - 200 women and families a month 

Food Pantry - feeding 100 women and families a week 

Angel Child Program – 350 wish list gifts for children every year during the Holiday Season  
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A quiet force of nature. Midge has chaired and served on the Boards of numerous community service 

agencies, city departments, offices and foundations including: chairing the Tenderloin Community 

Elementary School’s Site Council, co-chairing the Mayor’s Advisory Council on Childcare and the San 

Francisco Recreation and Parks’ Open Space Committee.  Midge has also served on the boards of The 

Women’s Foundation, The Chinatown Community Housing Corporation, the Allocations Committee of 

the San Francisco Department of Children, Youth & Their Families and chaired The San Francisco 

Foundation’s Koshland Committee. She has received numerous awards including a CBS Silver Jefferson 

Award, the Heroes & Hearts Award from San Francisco General Hospital, several Certificates of Honor by 

the San Francisco Board of Supervisors for “distinction and merit for outstanding service” and a 

California State Assembly Certificate of Recognition.  

Midge is originally from Pittsburgh, PA and moved to San Francisco in 1980 - settling in the Tenderloin 

community after completing her Master of Divinity from McCormick Theological Seminary in Illinois, 

1978, and her Bachelor of Arts from Muskingum College in Ohio, 1972. She has one daughter, Ashley, 

adopted from Zhu Zhou, Hunan Province, China in 1994. 
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